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Key Components

Policy

Provides direction articulates agency expectations
regarding staff decisions and actions.

Training
Reinforces agency standards, expectations of staff
performance. Ensures that staff have the required

knowledge and skills required to perform to agency
expectations.

Assessment and Evaluation

Supervisor review and commentary of staff
performance and agency directions and standards.



Key Components

Service Review and Investigation

Response to allegations of inappropriate or excessive
application of or control tactics/tools. Review or
iInvestigation will focus on both the individual staff
member and the system.

Corrective Action

Based on final determination resulting from service
review or investigation. Options include; Training
solution, Staff Discipline, System Modification




Key Elements

Constitutional Considerations Community Considerations
Graham v. Connor , 490 U.S. 386 Fair and equitable treatment
(1989)
Tennessee v. Garner 471 U.S. 1 Sanctity of all human life

(1985)




Subject Actions

(psychological intimidation /

Inactive Resistance
verbal resistance)

Passive Resistance (no attempt to defeat officers
actions / dead weight)

Active Resistance (attempts to prevent officers
control / pulling away or blocking)

Active Aggression (actions against an officer less
than deadly force / advancing,
striking, grappling)

(actions that may result in
great bodily harm or death)

| Deadly Force Assault
A
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Levels of Control

Officer Presence / (officer presence / verbal

Verbal Direction direction compliant

handcuffing)

Compliance Controls (Joint locks / pressure points /
baton-joint locks or controls, no
striking)

Physical Controls (strikes / takedowns)

Intermediate Controls (impact weapons / baton / taser)
Deadly Force Response (force having a reasonable

A probability to cause death)



Control Tactics / Tools

Handcuffs and restraints

Physical controls/defensive
tactics

Aerosol Subject Restraint
(chemical spray)
Impact baton

Conductive Energy Device (Taser)
Firearm




MCOLES Force Continuum

It is not possible for the Force Continuum training
guidelines to cover all of the possible situations that
occur within the law enforcement officers job. Therefore,
this continuum is offered as a general training guide for
using force in confrontation or arrest situations. The
officer must understand that situations occur where the
escalation and/or de-escalation of resistance is sudden,
aml the dfihees appfobribie respcdis: maypPlbcotgplr 1 ¢

anywhere along the continuum, but it must represent an
objectively reasonable response to the perceived threat
posed by the subject.




